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Disclaimer
• I am not a copyright lawyer, this presentation
does not constitute legal advice.
• I do not work for the NIH.

The NIH open access mandate
• From July 1, 2013 NIH will refuse renewal of current noncompeting grants unless the text of all journal articles
resulting from that grant are deposited into Pub Med
Central (PMC).
• Principal Investigators are responsible for ensuring articles
are in compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy
regardless of whether or not you are an author or coauthor.
• On Feb 22, 2013 the White House directed the open access
mandate be extended to all federal funding agencies with
>$100 million in annual R&D expenditures by 2015.

How does this affect me?
• When you submit NIH grant renewal
paperwork you are required to print on the
RPPR a publications list from PACR that is
linked to your My NCBI bibliography – this will
show whether or not your articles are
compliant e.g.

Wait, doesn’t the publisher do this for me?
• Method A publishers deposit for you.
• Method B publishers deposit for a (large) fee.
• Method C publishers don’t do anything so you
handle the deposit (we can help you with this
at Himmelfarb Library).
• Method D publishers submit to the NIHMS but
then you need to associate your award #.

So what? My publisher does this
• Not so fast…for all papers to be deposited into
PMC an author is required to review and approve
the text. Typically only one author is assigned as
the “reviewing author”. The NIHMS will send the
reviewing author ≥2 emails to do so. Only after
action is taken by the reviewing author can the
deposit proceed. The trouble starts when that
person is no longer with your organization,
cannot be contacted, or does not care to act on
the emails.

What should I do? (1 of 2)
• Link your My NCBI bibliography and eRA accounts.
• Check your My NCBI bibliography. Search PubMed &
add any missing papers to your bibliography for your
RPPR report. Do not add to your bibliography any
papers published before April 1, 2008.
• Consider delegating your bibliography to a
Himmelfarb Librarian or your admin people with a
PACR account.
• Expect to see articles you have not seen before on
your My NCBI bibliography/RPPR. They are added
automatically when anyone cited an NIH grant
number on their paper for which you are the PI.

What should I do? (2 of 2)
• An author needs to review and approve the text,
but the PI is responsible for making sure the text
of each paper on the RPPR is in PMC. If you
cannot reach a co-author you can petition the
NIHMS helpdesk to have signing authority
assigned to you, or if you are not an author you
should remove the paper from your My NCBI
bibliography and not include it on your RPPR.
• Always read and act on the emails you receive
from the NIHMS to approve the deposit of your
own papers into PMC.

How can I take back copyright from my
publisher? Copyright basics for authors

Text from AMA publishing agreement

You can defend your copyright!
by adding a SPARC addendum to your next publisher agreement.

http://www.sparc.arl.org/author/
“In my mind, the key time for an investigator to assert control is when a publisher
has invited the publication but before the investigator signs the agreement”
(Patti Lieblich, OVPR)

Most publishers permit archiving in
PMC, but with conditions…

e.g. JAMA permits you to deposit your paper 6 months after publication
but does not do this for you (JAMA is a Method C journal, so we can help with that)…

…and the conditions vary between
journal publishers…

…vs Wiley-Blackwell who will deposit the preprint for you 12 months after publication
(Wiley is a Method A publisher, when they begin the submission this generates a NIHMS ID #
That you can cite on the RPPR until the deposit is completed and the PMCID # is available)…

…who are touchy about authors
exercising their statutory obligations

…but Elsevier simply refuse to permit you to deposit your paper into PMC yourself – they
have to do it, so you are hostage to their backlog. (Elsevier is a Method B publisher – they
really want you to pay their $3,000 fee to submit your articles into PMC)

Who can help me?
• Himmelfarb Library guide for PI’s/researchers
http://libguides.gwumc.edu/NIHcompliance
• NIH Public Access Office
http://publicaccess.nih.gov

• Get help from a Himmelfarb librarian
Email nihaccess@gwu.edu

